
THE POWER CF ]MAGES

By Johan Galtung, professor,  World Pof i t ics
Pr inceLon Universi ty,  deeply impressed by the
The Promise of  World Peace.

of  Peace and War,
message contained in

i  would l ike -  as a student of  peace for many years -  to expJ-ore
three points that  seem to me to be of  part icular s igni f icance. ln
a sense they al  I  re l  ate to our capaci ty for  v is ioning, for
11re^f- i  no imaooo nf  
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character ist ic of  the Baha' i  fa i th:  you have to have an image of
lhe desirable state of  af fa i rs,  so c-Lear,  so commanding that the
image i tsel f  becomes a I ive force. A part  of  our predicament is
that only in short  per iods dur ing and r ight  af ter  wars are the
images of  peace suff ic ient ly commanding. Tn more pcaceful  per iods,
i t  is  as i f  we are yearning for war,  producing images f i l led wi th
str j  fe and compet i t j  on and sel f ishness, even elevaLing such
character ist ics to the status of  " law of  human nature."

More precisely,  I  am thinking of  three character ist ic themes frcn
what of ten refers to i tsel f  as the "real ism" school  in social
sr- ienr-e in ncner: l  anr ' l  ncr l  i r - r r  qr- ienr-eq in n:r f i r - r r l : r .  no:r-A
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sf r r rcrrr . l  e f  r - t r  SUrviVal_.  Neecl l  ess f  o sa\ / -  SUCh themeS wi l l  tend to
be the credo of  men more than women, of  the middle-ac^. i  Aro t -hrn
the o1d, of  the powerf  u-L and pr iv i leged ; ; ; ;  
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and discr iminated, of  the Occident.  more than the Orient.  But the
fhemes are \ /erv pervasive in th is age which has taken On
mater ia l is t  lndiv idual ism as i ts maior fa i th.

A capaci ty to retal late is based on of fensive arms or weapons
s;rzsf  ems: Iono rFnoe srtst  ems with col  ossal  imnacJ- areas anci
destruct ive potenbial .  A major character ist ic of  such arms is that
they can also be used for an at tack.  Even i f  the intent ion is only
tc use them for a second str ike,  to st ick Lo that jargon, how can
the adversary know that they may not one day be used for a f i  rst
str ike? Answer:  he cannot.  He knows that intent ions come and go,
the capabi l i ty  remains.  Ei ther one can launch an at tack,
successful  or  not,  or  one cannot.  So better be prepared: of fensive
r - ;nahi  l i f rz hreedS OffenSive r :anahi l  i f r r .  ^-^ 
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: ,c ' t  only an arms race in increasingly of fensive weaponry,  a
temptat ion to launch a f i rst  str ike to win,  and a temptat ion to
iaunch a f i rst  str ike to pre-empt,  to prevent the other s ide at
Ieast  f rom winning through a f i rst  str ike.  In short ,  the s i tuat j -on
in which we have been since ]-945 in the "East-West Conf} i -ct .  "  And
the people t ry ing to assure us that there is somewhere a stable
peace that can be obtained through mutual  and balanced and
ver i f iable threats carry a considerable part  of  the responsibi l i ty
for  the predicament ln whlch we f ind ourselves.
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The same appl ies to the people -  many of  them economists of  h igh
:-epuLe ralher Lhan "real isIsrr  -  who design Lrade patterns
according to the " law of  comparat ive advantag€s, "  and have the
. -o l r rar^ le f  r - l  rafer to the reSUlt  aS "devef onmenf -  "  Tf  f  he narf  ies f  r l

t rade are al  roughly speaking the same level  of  technical-economic
development th is doctr i -ne is not so oblect ionable.  But i f  one is a
sophist icated industr ia l ized nat ion and the other essent ia l ly  a
provider of  some raw commodity,  the former wi l l -  learn f rom the
r -h:  I  
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raw mater ia ls,  and the lat ter  wi l l  forgo such chal lenges to
,1evelop. A Lheory te1 1 ing us Lhat th is sol  ut  ion j  s "opt imal "
because the former has so much capi ta l  and know-how, and the
fat ter  so much (cheap) labor and nature,  g ives a good formufa for
exploi tat ion,  and the resul ts are hiqhly v is ib le both at  the wor ld
and nat ionaf levels of  human qeography. Today i t  is  even gett ing
worse with the most developed countr ies export ing ecological
degradat ion in Lhe form of acid rain,  pol luted r ivers and oceans/
^^r I  "+ i  -^ r -^ l_ nr i  es -  c l  i  oxi  ns and radioact ive waste for  bur i -a l  inyvfrUUII IV !qULvIfUJt uf ,vAf,r

pcor countr ies wi th el i tes eager Lo make a quick prof i t  in hard
cl t r ren.\ r  Tha relaf ionshin ie qo f larrr :nfr- ,  j -^^, . . i f -hIe.  
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which this sLructural ly bui lL- in egot i  sm is Legi t imized by that
k ind of  theor iz ing as also being in the interest  of  the v ict ims.

The crowning achievement of  th is k ind of  th lnking 1s the doctr ine
of nat ional  sel f - interest .  That there is a sel f ish,  compet i t ive
strain in indiv iduals and naLions al ike,  and that th is may express
i tsel f  in the direct  v io lence released through of fensive weaponr j /
and the structural  v io lence bui l t  into lopsided trade relat ions
t l i th in and between countr ies --  a l l  th is we know. Under certain
condi t ions Ihe opposi te comes ouL, a]- t ru-Lsm rat-her t -han egot ism,
coonerat ' i  on rather than conf l ic t  and comnef i f ion- Orrr  taSk is to
understand those condi t ions,  t - rot  to proclaim that human behavior
under adverse condiLions is normal,  and elevate Lhat-  f inding [o a
1aw of naLure.  fn a jungle i t  js  probable that  humans behave l ike
one is supposed Lo behave in a jungle al though even the mosl
o I  oman1_ :  r rz knnur l  ar l r ra nf  h i  n l  narz . i  n nanar:  I  :nd znnl  nnrz i  nvrulrrerrLq!y 
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part icular wi l l  inform us that in the struggle for  survival  there
ls cooperat ion as wel l  as conf l ic t ,  and that the darwlnist  formula
should make us look for  the cooperat ive elements at  feast  as much
as the compet i t ive and conf l ic t - loaded themes.

Let me f in ish on that note,  s imply by sayinq that some of the
strrr . r r - r l  c f  or  near.re wi  I  I  harre f  o take nlace in the corr idors ofv
**ccial  science. Tnspired by a quest for  a shared spir i tual iLy we
l iave Io struggle for  beLter social  sciences in genera] ,  and po] icy
and peace sciences in part icular.


